Abbey Woods, Langley Heath, Kent
These three adjoining woods, once part of the Leeds Castle Estate, are part of a larger complex of woodland associated with the North Downs/Kentish Weald interface, their history has led to three quite different woodland types in Abbey Woods North, Abbey Woods Central, and Abbey Woods South. In summary these are respectively: Sweet chestnut coppice, heavily thinned larch plantations (high forest), and mixed conifer and broadleaved plantations (high forest).
Comment below is about each woodland separately apart from the generic issues of access, past history and pests and diseases.

Access
An excellent feature of all three woods is access to the public highway via the lanes that bisect the Abbey Woods block. 

Internal access within the woods is on the whole very good. Its development presents no obstacle in view of the flat terrain beyond the adequate stoning on the clayey soils which is already in hand. A good internal network of track and rides allows ready access to all parts. It also provides plenty of edge-effect – ride-side shrubs and understorey – and sunny glades and openings which add immeasurably to biodiversity – see below.

History
Inspection of the stands indicates regular and sustained management in the past. This is shown by chestnut coppice cants at different stages – freshly cut, young, maturing and some now over mature; by areas of mature Douglas fir, Norway spruce, Western Hemlock, Scots pine and Japanese larch plantations that have been well and fairly recently thinned; and even by the presence of recently cut produce! This diversity delivers great variety of structure, as well as species, which is so valuable for wildlife and biodiversity generally. It is a precious feature of these woods.
Pests and Diseases
Little sign of grey squirrel damage or ash dieback was seen, though both will be present. 

Little sign of deer browsing or fraying was seen, but again their presence is highly likely and so should be looked out for.

The other diseases to watch are oak decline and sudden oak death, which are not uncommon in Kent, which are 'complexes' pathologically. Refer to Forest Research's website and look for information about the countrywide oak health initiative. Woodland Heritage also have a lot of useful information about dying oaks and what's being done – they indeed fund some of the world leading research into this problem. Emphasis should be placed on encouraging good forest hygiene by thoroughly cleaning boots before every visit, by not taking vehicles (and their muddy tyres) off stoned tracks. 
Abbey Wood North
Almost wholly chestnut coppice, some of it recently worked, but across the wood as a whole there is a pleasing spread of age classes indicating that, as a coppice, it is 'in cycle'. 

In a few places are oak standards but they appeared to be of only one or two age classes or cohorts with few young maiden trees coming through. The classic coppice-with-standards structure is thus being lost but is something new owners could explore developing. 

Casual inspection of ground flora suggest that Abbey Wood North will be 'picture' in the spring with a wonderful display of bluebells in late April and early May.

Silvicultural treatments for Abbey Wood (N)
Sweet chestnut coppice Areas of several different ages are present. Where owners can resume coppicing, perhaps to provide firewood, that will be good and also to give opportunity to favour other species and perhaps even plant or recruit standards such as of oak. The small areas of over mature chestnut is more problematic, but can either be returned to coppice or stools singled to one or two good stems and large chestnut trees grown – a process called storing. Large chestnut are aesthetically lovely trees. Chestnut timber is very durable. 

Past coppicing has been done to a high standard with low cut stools, sloping cut surfaces and other indicators of quality. Some training/instruction for new owners would be beneficial. Woodlands.co.uk offer up to £300 towards the cost of a course for new owners.
Little dieback or disease was seen in the chestnut at the time of the visit. This does need to be monitored and for new owners to check with Forest Research website for advice as there are several threats to chestnut, including the recently identified chestnut blight found in the West Country.
High forest Compartment 1e appears to be a mix of larch, cherry, sycamore and other species which would make a nice addition to a piece of chestnut coppice. Urgent work is not needed.
Abbey Wood Central
A woodland dominated by mature Japanese larch. This 'honorary broadleaved' tree as some describe it, is reaching rotation age, has been well thinned and offers much to any owner. The light crowns encourage lots of undergrowth and/or opportunities to carry out enrichment planting with shade tolerant species. Some lovely small woods can be created in this area especially including the patches of Douglas fir/Western hemlock and Scots pine where these occur.

Silvicultural treatments
Mature conifer stands Compartments of mature Japanese larch have been well thinned and offer a substantial timber asset to a purchaser. Thinning is not needed in the near future, but the larch are not far off their optimum size for the market. The areas of other conifers are at a similar stage.

Enrichment and underplanting This could be an interesting option where new owners plant some shade tolerant trees under the light canopy of larch such as beech and hornbeam. Field maple could be tried in the best lit spots. Also, western red cedar grows well in shade and is now a much sought-after timber for shingles and cladding. All such planting will need protecting from deer and rabbits and to be regularly weeded to help the trees 'get away' as both these species grow slowly.

Abbey Wood South
A fine, well-managed wood of many kinds of plantations that enclose a large area in the middle of newly cut sweet chestnut coppice.

Of special interest is the 20+ year old planted sweet chestnut and the singleton oaks spaced at intervals along the main footpath. The mature conifer stands also offer enormous potential for the more forestry minded buyers as well as being places of beauty as everyone likes big, old trees. The Western hemlock regenerates very freely and is difficult to market.
Silvicultural treatments. 
See earlier comments about chestnut coppice and conifer stands with the exception that the shade cast by hemlock, spruce and fir is too deep to permit underplanting – as the often bare ground beneath them testifies.

The planted chestnut needs thinning (or to commence coppicing if this is the new owner's intention). The outturn from a thinning should yield durable stakes/fence posts.

If an owner is keen to plant and diversify a conifer stand to include other species of trees, then group fellings to create openings or glades of >0.5 acres will permit this.  Felling such a group will require a licence, but some income should be forthcoming as at least a couple of lorry loads of timber should be obtained.
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