Brewers Wood

This lovely mixed woodland lies in the High Weald AONB of Kent. As a wood it is in surprisingly good heart with few areas needing immediate silvicultural attention. The extensive area of Scots pine is well thinned and much of the chestnut coppice with plenty of birch regeneration is mostly in rotation.

Soil

The soils are not particularly fertile by agricultural standards and appear mostly acid sandy loams with good drainage. Some clay drift material is at the top of the hill. However, such soils are good for forestry but it should be noted that they are acid (pH around 4.5) which is why sweet chestnut is growing quite well and why the Scots pine look very healthy with no signs at all of lime-induced chlorosis which otherwise marrs this fine native conifer on the chalky soils of the North and South Downs. Despite the odd ruts and puddles, Brewers’ wood will never be a really muddy affair even after heavy rain.

Aspect

The whole wood is north facing which, perhaps surprisingly, offers advantages: 

· It is a good aspect for native broadleaves. To quote Evans [1] on page 13 discussing general site requirements for broadleaved woodland ‘. . . north and east facing slopes appear most favourable . .’ 

· This aspect provides the best back-lit views. 

· Windthrow damage in the great storm of 1987 appears to have been limited to the fringes perhaps because the wood’s aspect afforded some shelter from the SW. 

Scots pine

An impressive feature to the visitor are the stands of Scots pine. As noted they are healthy and will not suffer chlorosis. Also they have been well-thinned in the past and will not need attention for several years. But Scots pine has other attractions: 

· It is one of only three conifers native to Britain, the others being yew and juniper. 

· The orange bark that appears half way up the trunks and into the crown, offset by the bluish-green needle foliage, is most attractive and far ‘nicer’ than the dull grey-black bark and dark green needles of either Corsican or Lodgepole pine. 

· Scots pine produces cones in most years providing seeds for crossbills, siskins and redpolls. The trees area also good habitat for the delightful goldcrest, members of the tit family, especially coal tits, and the long-eared owl. 

· Scots pine is largely resistant to red band needle blight (caused by a fungus called Dothistroma) which is devastating Britain’s other lowland commercial conifer, Corsican pine, and led to a cessation in its planting. 

[1] Evans, J (1984) Silviculture of Broadleaved Woodland. Forestry Commission Bulletin 62, HMSO 232pp.
