COUNTY: KENT SITE NAME: CHATTENDEN WOODS

DISTRICT: ROCHESTER UPON MEDWAY

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

Local Planning Authority: ROCHESTER UPON MEDWAY CITY COUNCIL

National Grid Reference: TQ 751737 Area: 133.4 (ha.) 329.5 (ac.)
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Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1968 Date of Last Revision: 1981

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1984 Date of Last Revision: Ð

Other Information:

The boundary has been altered to exclude an area of disturbed habitat.

Reasons for Notification:

This woodland is representative of coppice-with-standards woodland on the

London Clay, which is a scarce habitat in Kent away from the Blean Woods. The

site is also of importance for its breeding birds. Rough Shaw which is an area of

neutral grassland with scattered scrub forms a valuable addition to the woodland.

The standards are largely pedunculate oak Quercus robur but ash, field maple,

aspen, gean and the scarce wild service also occur. Ash is the most frequent

coppice species with hazel and hornbeam also present. Sweet chestnut also is

locally frequent and has recently been planted in the southern part of the woods.

There is also a varied shrub layer with hawthorn generally predominant but with

other species such as birch and wayfaring tree also present.

The ground flora of the woodland is dominated by bluebells Hyacinthoides nonscripta,

except under coppice which has remained uncut for many years where the

flora is sparse. Brambles Rubus fruticosus and other climbers, particularly dog

rose Rosa canina and honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum are abundant in some

areas. Several scarce plants are present including the early purple orchid Orchis

mascula and stinking iris Iris foetidissima which is largely restricted to the chalk

in Kent.

The breeding birds of the woods include considerable numbers of typical

woodland species such as the woodpeckers and of coppice-nesting species such

as the turtle dove and several species of warbler. Nightingale and hawfinch are

among the less common birds to breed here. The woods were a classic

entomological locality during the nineteenth century when for example wood

white, heath fritillary, large tortoiseshell and purple emperor butterflies were

recorded. Although few recent records exist the woodland is probably still rich in

insects.
