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Circa 1860 English-made
Victorian majolica pitcher &
with fern designs
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The Wardian case, a forerunner of the
terrarium, helped protect Victorian fern
collections from the air pollution of the

era.
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Scientific name :- Dryopteris affinis

Common name - Scaly Male Fern

Location :- Specimens scattered throughout Long wood. Plant photographed, drawn and measured, growing at
western edge of entrance slope, about half way up.

Description - Plant studied — Frond length 71em. Longest pinna 13cm.

Dark green, robust, moderately stiff fronds. Stems densely covered in orange-brown scales, even half way up the
rachis. Pinnules have a glossy surface, are almost rectangular in shape and only toothed at the tips. There is a
dark spot at the base of the pinnae on the mid-rib, where they join the main stem. Kidney-shaped sori are
covered by pale indusia, tucked under the sporangia. Some much older specimens close to the ghyll bank near
the western boundary. have developed moss-covered almost tree fern like bases.

1. Life-size drawing of
longest pinna.

2. Section of back of
pinna showing
placement of sori,

3. Enlarged detail of
a sorms(width 1.2mm).




Scientific name :- Dryopteris borreri

Common name - Borrer’s Scaly Male Fern

Location :- Just to the east of Picnic Site on rim overlooking pond area. There are many examples of this
fern scattered throughout Long Wood.

Description :- Plant studied — Frond length 86 cm. Longest pinna { about hall way up stem) 13.75 cm.

Robust, fairly stiff, dark green fronds, but unlike Dryopreris affinis the pinnules have a dull surface. They are
parallel sided and slightly lobed, many with an almost square shaped tip. The pinna stalk is black-purple at its
junction with the rachis. Numerous pale reddish-brown scales cover the stipe,
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