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Management Plan: 

 
Name of Wood:   Long Wood. 

Type of Woodland:  Mixed broadleaf and coniferous, ancient semi-natural. 
Size:  5.2 hectares. 

Purchased:  January 2006. 
 

Objectives of Management. 
 

To make safe any dangerous trees. 
 
To maintain continuous cover 
throughout the wood. 
 
To clear access track of overhanging 
trees. 
 
To retain habitat suitable for diverse 
wildlife. 
 
To remove excessive dead/dying trees. 
 
To generally thin out overcrowded 
areas. 
 
 

To establish a clear metre wide 
boundary track. 
 
Arrange to deliver container for 
safe storage. 
 
Construct site hut for all weather 
shelter and use. 
 
Build and fit dormouse/bat/bird 
boxes.  
 
To form small clearings through the 
wood. 

 
 

 
Achievements to date (October 2007) 

 
 
~~Several storm blown trees cleared as found, mainly 
hemlock to northern boundary, a dead standing chestnut, 
and a dead standing ivy end. 
 
~~Felled area of hemlocks cleared of all debris leaving a 
bare area of around ¼ acre.  
 
~~Removed timber cut and stacked for drying and straighter sections moved to picnic 
clearing for shelter construction.  
 
~~Amazing transformation of clearing throughout the season with carpet of greenery 
forming now sunlight reaches the ground. Around a dozen oak saplings found and 
protected from grazing animals, also a few chestnuts and numerous birch and hornbeam 
noted along with countless hemlocks that are being manually removed. Full list of plant 
species listed in ‘plant survey’. 
 
~~Construction of new boundary track continued with four major drainage gullies 
bridged over by laying drainage pipe then levelling over with blocks and hardcore and 
topped with soil to level off. Track completed from caravan to north of picnic site. 
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~~Construction of shelter completed with straight 
sections of felled hemlocks by notching ends and 
overlapping in traditional style to form an open 
fronted structure to escape to during rainy spells. 
Brown coated steel sheet roof still to fit to finish off, 
and some form of hazel hurdle to fence off the front 
to prevent deer using it as a cosy shelter, bearing in 
mind the possibility of problems with deer ticks. 

 
~~Failed to arrange moving container into wood as let down by local contractor and 
access with off road slope a problem. Now leaning towards not having a container as 
apart from lack of security the shelter will provide cover in showery weather. 
 

~~Extensive survey carried out to identify and record a full list 
of plant and fungi species occurring within the wood. 
Progressing well but continuously finding new species not 
apparent last year. An ongoing task especially now dormant 
seeds are beginning to grow on 
newly cleared areas. 

 
~~25 each bare rooted Hawthorn and Blackthorn trees 
planted to thicken boundaries and add food source for 
wildlife. 

 
October 2007  - 

Management targets update:- 
 

To complete log shelter. 
 
To continue extending boundary track. 
 
To pursue obtaining Grant under South 
East Woodlands Butterfly Conservation 
Project. 
 
To monitor and encourage regeneration on 
clear felled site. 
 
 

 
To raise seedlings from seed collected in 
wood, in woodland soil for infilling new 
clearing. 
 
 
To consider best section of Hemlocks to fell 
next with regard to wildlife and bio-
diversity. 
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