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 A view of the trees along the southern boundary 

as the sun sets on a warm September evening. 

A dry pond, the surface covered 
with early falling leaves. 

 



Extracts from Rodney’s 
Diary 

 
1st September 
Two more logs fitted to shelter and one 
front section half fitted, as will need a 
cross piece at free end to lift it up level. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4th September 
Half-fitted front section completed with chestnut crosspiece fitted at free end 
and three more logs put into place, bringing all walls up to four rows.   
Mouse box by Hazel Corner reattached to tree with wire as ties had been 
nibbled off. 

 

 
 
13th September 
Tidied up hemlock pile to sort out suitable building lengths. Several prepared 
lengths taken to picnic site ready for building. Oddments cut and stacked on log 
pile for drying. Dry spell  continues with no standing water in pond. 



15th September 
Row 5 lifted onto shelter 
and all but eastern end 
pole notched to fit. 
Struggling more to lift 
trunks-  
am going to need longer 
ramp sections for next  
level. Almost six foot high 
at front now, so only 
require one more level of 
short logs at front 
before fitting single log 
right across the top. 

 
18th September 
Row 6 rear and right front notched 
into shelter and right side lifted into 
position. Only four more  
to lift and cut in before completion 
to roof level. 
Conditions still very dry so 
yesterday’s forecast heavy showers 
must have missed the wood. 

 
19th September 
Row 6 completed and front 
and back row 7 lifted into 
place with rough notch to 
hold in place till next visit. 
 
 
 
 
23rd September 
Last two timbers notched in and fitted across front and back. Bark stripped 
from drying sections to try to slow decay that might result from bugs 
lurking and munching under the bark layer. Floor raked flatter and worst of 
debris removed. 
. 



 
30th September 
Quick check of roof 
measurement for sheeting 
and stroll round with 
Heather on fungi survey. 
Not many un-nibbled 
samples. Still no standing 
water in the pond.  
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